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North Korea threatens Australia with disaster if it
continues to support US stance on Pyongyang

Updated 14 minutes ago

What's a H-bomb, and has
North Korea joined the
thermonuclear club?

North Korea has criticised Australia for
supporting America's tough stance on
Pyongyang and says if it continues to do so, a
disaster will happen.

In a statement on the state-run news agency, North
Korea accused Australia of "dangerous moves" by

joining what it calls the frenzied political and military
provocations of the US.

It said Foreign Minister Julie Bishop had personally
expressed her support for the US' stance to

consider all options mC|Ud|ng the use of force PHOTO: Donald Trump has said the US should not waste time
towards Pyongyang. trying to negotiate with Kim Jong-un. (KCNA via Reuters)

What can actually be done
to deal with nuclear North
Korea?

RELATED STORY: US in back channel talks with North Korea,

"Lately, Australia is showing dangerous moves of -
Bishop says

zealously joining the frenzied political and military
provocations of the US against the DPRK," the RELATED STORY: Former friend Malaysia halts all imports from
statement says. North Korea, data shows

MAP: Korea, Democratic People's Republic Of (V)
"The Australian Foreign Minister personally

expressed her support for the stand of the US to
consider all options including the use of force Key points:
towards the DPRK.

Understand the North
Korean crisis

e North Korea says Julie Bishop has expressed

"And [Ms Bishop] turned up at Panmunjom on support for the US' stance against Pyongyang
October 11 together with the Australian Defence e |t accused Australia of "zealously joining the
Minister to condemn the DPRK during her visit to frenzied political and military provocations of the
South Korea," referring to Ms Bishop's visit to the us
border between the two Koreas. e Ms Bishop effectively ruled out sending an
Australian delegation to the rogue state
In its warning, the North Korean Foreign Ministry What earthquake science
statement said Australia would not be able to avoid can tell us about North
disaster if it continued to align itself with the US and Korea's nuclear test

South Korea.

Ms Bishop last week said she had real concerns North Korea might launch another missile test to coincide
with a meeting of China's Communist Party Congress.

The critical 17 minutes:
Can rocket science save
us from fire and fury?

Kim ups the ante in game
of nuclear brinkmanship
— but how far is too far?
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PHOTO: Julie Bishop (right) and Defense Minister Marise Payne visit inter-Korean truce village of Panmunjom.

(AAP: Yonhap News Agency)

Tensions rise amid missile tests

North Korea has launched dozens of missiles this year, several flying over Japan.

On September 3, North Korea successfully tested a
hydrogen bomb designed to be mounted on its
newly developed intercontinental ballistic missile
(ICBM), according to state television.

It was the sixth nuclear test by Pyongyang since
2006, and South Korea estimated it was five to six
times stronger than North Korea's fifth test a year
ago.

US President Donald Trump has said "only one thing
will work" in dealing with nuclear-armed North Korea,
arguing previous administrators had talked to
Pyongyang without results.

VIDEO: Earlier this week, Marise Payne reiterated Australia's
alignment with the international community against
Pyongyang. (ABC News)

Mr Trump has not made clear what the one thing is, but his comments seemed to be a further suggestion

military action was on his mind.

He has said the US would "totally destroy" North
Korea if necessary to protect itself and its allies from
Pyongyang's nuclear threats.

The increasingly heated rhetoric between Mr Trump
and North Korean leader Kim Jong-un is raising
fears of a risk of a miscalculation by one side or the
other that could have massive repercussions.

Earlier this week, US Secretary of State Rex
Tillerson revealed the US was in direct
communication with Pyongyang, but Mr Trump says
he told him not to waste his time trying to negotiate
with Mr Kim.

"| told Rex Tillerson, our wonderful Secretary of

State, that he is wasting his time trying to negotiate with Little Rocket Man," Mr Trump wrote on Twitter, using

his sarcastic nickname for Mr Kim.

The sanctions explained

The UN Security Council has stepped up sanctions against
North Korea. This is how they will work and what they will do.

This came amid Mr Tillerson saying the US had "a couple of, three channels open to Pyongyang".

As sanctions bite, Chinese
tourists flock to gawk at
poor North Koreans

Guam's problems with the
US don't stop with North
Korea

Why a North Korean
miniaturised bomb would
be a game changer

Trump goes it alone on 'fire
and fury' — and no-one
knows what will happen
next

North Korea threat is no
longer one for the long-
term planners

Where is Guam and how
many US troops are there?

How far can North Korea's
missiles reach?
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PHOTO: North Koreans gathered at Kim Il Sung Square rallying against the United States. (AP: Jon Chol-Jin)

Bishop rules out embassy in Pyongyang

Two against one: China,
Ms Bishop on Friday effectively ruled out sending an Australian delegation to the rogue state, saying the US Russia at odds with US

was having some success communicating with it. over North Korea

"l believe that the United States is rather advanced in h d ith h 5
its back channelling with North Korea," Ms Bishop What to do with North Korea TOP STORIES

said. - North Korea warns Australia will

face disaster if it continues to
She dismissed suggestions Australia's embassy in support US
Pyongyang, which has been closed since 1974,

could be reopened.

+ '"Wilful ignorance is over":
Weinstein ousted from film
academy in historic move

- Is buying an apartment a wise
investment for young people?

"We work with other countries who do have a
presence in Pyongyang, but | believe they have
limited success in engaging with the regime," she
said.

* "Thumping swings' against
Nationals in formerly safe NSW

seats

Ms Bish t her South K t it last With Pyongyang seemingly armed and dangerous, what can * Why low libido is the most

S Bishop met her sou orean co'un e'rpa as restless world leaders actually do? common sex problem in women

week to address Pyongyang's pursuit of its nuclear at midlife

and missile programs. - Community 'traumatised' after
fatal bus rollover north-west of

Australian Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull has said the global community needs to maintain economic Ballarat

pressure on North Korea. - Perth mum claims she was
unfairly targeted by police

ABC/Reuters - The country that may never be
clear of land mines

Topics: unrest-conflict-and-war, world-politics, government-and-politics, korea-democratic-peoples-republic-of, australia - President Xi's hyper-nationalism
has people believing in his China
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* Hobart mayor seeks pre-
selection for state seat of
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- Deal reached allowing civilians,
local fighters to flee Raqga

* Thomas & Friends to get a jolt of
girl power

* Rising winds fuel California
wildfires as death toll rises to 38
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