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NRL grand final: Billy Slater's career ends with
Melbourne Storm's loss to Sydney Roosters
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PHOTO: Billy Slater shows his disappointment after the Storm lost to the Roosters. (AAP: Joel Carrett)

Billy Slater is living proof that fairy tales do not
always have happy endings.

The retiring Melbourne superstar was looking to end
his 319­game NRL career with another premiership
at Sydney's Olympic stadium.

But the match did not go to script, with the Sydney
Roosters crushing the Storm 21­6.

"This finish is not how we planned, but that's footy," Slater told Channel Nine.

"We tried our best, but that is the way it goes sometimes."

The 35­year­old almost did not make his farewell appearance. He had to overturn a shoulder charge ban at
the NRL judiciary on Tuesday night to even take his place.

PHOTO: Storm great Billy Slater is wrapped up by the Roosters defence. (AAP: Dean Lewins)

With passionate Roosters fans making up about 90 per cent of the grand final crowd, they made it clear they
were unhappy with the decision.

Warming up for the game, Slater missed the parade of retiring players but he was booed when the ground
announcer called out his name.

And once the match was underway he was also targeted by the Roosters faithful each time he touched the
ball.

Not that he got to do that as often as usual with Roosters' five­eighth Luke Keary's kicking game limiting
Slater's impact on the match.

Slater was unable to add to the incredible tally of 23 tries in the finals, including one in each of his past three
grand finals.

PHOTO: Latrell Mitchell carries Billy Slater over the line to score a try for the Roosters. (AAP: Craig Golding)

But he may have won some fans back as he sought out injured Roosters half­back and long time teammate
Cooper Cronk on the bench immediately after full­time.

Slater said friendship was just one thing he would take from his career.

"I am really grateful for the career I have had and for the friends I have made," he said.

"Rugby League has taught me a lot of things — selflessness, respect, and I appreciate everything that
everyone has done for me."
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NRL grand final: Billy Slater's career ends with
Melbourne Storm's loss to Sydney Roosters
Posted October 01, 2018 05:08:52

PHOTO: Billy Slater shows his disappointment after the Storm lost to the Roosters. (AAP: Joel Carrett)

Billy Slater is living proof that fairy tales do not
always have happy endings.

The retiring Melbourne superstar was looking to end
his 319­game NRL career with another premiership
at Sydney's Olympic stadium.

But the match did not go to script, with the Sydney
Roosters crushing the Storm 21­6.

"This finish is not how we planned, but that's footy," Slater told Channel Nine.

"We tried our best, but that is the way it goes sometimes."

The 35­year­old almost did not make his farewell appearance. He had to overturn a shoulder charge ban at
the NRL judiciary on Tuesday night to even take his place.

PHOTO: Storm great Billy Slater is wrapped up by the Roosters defence. (AAP: Dean Lewins)

With passionate Roosters fans making up about 90 per cent of the grand final crowd, they made it clear they
were unhappy with the decision.

Warming up for the game, Slater missed the parade of retiring players but he was booed when the ground
announcer called out his name.

And once the match was underway he was also targeted by the Roosters faithful each time he touched the
ball.

Not that he got to do that as often as usual with Roosters' five­eighth Luke Keary's kicking game limiting
Slater's impact on the match.

Slater was unable to add to the incredible tally of 23 tries in the finals, including one in each of his past three
grand finals.

PHOTO: Latrell Mitchell carries Billy Slater over the line to score a try for the Roosters. (AAP: Craig Golding)

But he may have won some fans back as he sought out injured Roosters half­back and long time teammate
Cooper Cronk on the bench immediately after full­time.

Slater said friendship was just one thing he would take from his career.

"I am really grateful for the career I have had and for the friends I have made," he said.

"Rugby League has taught me a lot of things — selflessness, respect, and I appreciate everything that
everyone has done for me."

AAP
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grand final win

RELATED STORY: Roosters dominate Storm to win NRL grand
final, as it happened
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NRL grand final: Billy Slater's career ends with
Melbourne Storm's loss to Sydney Roosters
Posted October 01, 2018 05:08:52

PHOTO: Billy Slater shows his disappointment after the Storm lost to the Roosters. (AAP: Joel Carrett)

Billy Slater is living proof that fairy tales do not
always have happy endings.

The retiring Melbourne superstar was looking to end
his 319­game NRL career with another premiership
at Sydney's Olympic stadium.

But the match did not go to script, with the Sydney
Roosters crushing the Storm 21­6.

"This finish is not how we planned, but that's footy," Slater told Channel Nine.

"We tried our best, but that is the way it goes sometimes."

The 35­year­old almost did not make his farewell appearance. He had to overturn a shoulder charge ban at
the NRL judiciary on Tuesday night to even take his place.

PHOTO: Storm great Billy Slater is wrapped up by the Roosters defence. (AAP: Dean Lewins)

With passionate Roosters fans making up about 90 per cent of the grand final crowd, they made it clear they
were unhappy with the decision.

Warming up for the game, Slater missed the parade of retiring players but he was booed when the ground
announcer called out his name.

And once the match was underway he was also targeted by the Roosters faithful each time he touched the
ball.

Not that he got to do that as often as usual with Roosters' five­eighth Luke Keary's kicking game limiting
Slater's impact on the match.

Slater was unable to add to the incredible tally of 23 tries in the finals, including one in each of his past three
grand finals.

PHOTO: Latrell Mitchell carries Billy Slater over the line to score a try for the Roosters. (AAP: Craig Golding)

But he may have won some fans back as he sought out injured Roosters half­back and long time teammate
Cooper Cronk on the bench immediately after full­time.

Slater said friendship was just one thing he would take from his career.

"I am really grateful for the career I have had and for the friends I have made," he said.

"Rugby League has taught me a lot of things — selflessness, respect, and I appreciate everything that
everyone has done for me."

AAP
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More stories from New South Wales

More info

TOP SPORT STORIES

Cronk plays with broken
scapula in Roosters' grand
final win

Collingwood's grand final
loss reopens old Magpies
wounds

This adapted form of
football is changing lives,
but the Paralympics still
aren't convinced

TOP STORIES
Stalked by drones: Woman
looked up and knew her ex­
partner was watching

How a suburban mum 'broke the
internet' by simply loving her
body

SPORT Slater's NRL career ends
with grand final disappointment

SPORT Cronk plays with broken
scapula in Roosters' grand final
win

Death toll rises to over 800
following Indonesian earthquake
and tsunami

SPORT Empowering — or
encouraging violence? The
divisive debate about women
wrestling men

Bill Hayden, former governor­
general and hostile atheist,
explains why he decided to be
baptised

SPORT Opinion: Collingwood's
grand final loss reopens old
Magpies wounds

What happened to the larrikin
father of three who vanished in
north Queensland?

Australian woman facing death
penalty in US over
stepdaughter's death an
'excellent parent'

Fears of longer public waiting
lists and increased opioid drug
use among chronic pain
sufferers

This adapted form of football is
changing lives, but the
Paralympics still aren't
convinced

Hoon driver does burnout on new
motorway minutes after it opens

SPORT Resurgent Bernard Tomic
wins first ATP title since 2015

For those who escaped the
onrushing tsunami, the hardest
part is yet to come

North Korea says it won't disarm
nukes until sanctions end,
Trump says he 'fell in love' with
Kim

SPORT Triumphant Eagles
receive heroes' welcome on
return to WA

As Dolly Doctor, girls told me
their secrets. Here's what I learnt

CONNECT WITH ABC NEWS

GOT A NEWS TIP?
If you have inside knowledge of a
topic in the news, contact the ABC.

NEWS IN YOUR INBOX
Top headlines, analysis, breaking alerts

ABC BACKSTORY
ABC teams share the story behind
the story and insights into the
making of digital, TV and radio
content.

EDITORIAL POLICIES
Read about our editorial guiding
principles and the enforceable
standard our journalists follow.

Written off during the pre­season, the
West Coast Eagles overcame the
odds in spectacular fashion during a
thrilling grand final thanks to a
concerted team effort, writes Clint
Thomas.

From a woman who became a "full­
blown alcoholic" at 18 to rough
sleepers who drink hand sanitiser and
mouthwash, thousands of lives are
ruined by alcohol addiction.

Expect every statement Brett
Kavanaugh has made on the record in
his own defence to now to be
scrutinised. If he's caught out in even
one lie, it's over.

Australia's macho tradesmen hold a
sacred place in our national
mythology. But in Vietnam, tradie life
looks a little different.

TOP STORIES
Stalked by drones: Woman looked
up and knew her ex­partner was
watching

How a suburban mum 'broke the
internet' by simply loving her body

Slater's NRL career ends with grand
final disappointment

Cronk plays with broken scapula in
Roosters' grand final win

Death toll rises to over 800 following
Indonesian earthquake and tsunami

Empowering — or encouraging
violence? The divisive debate about
women wrestling men

Bill Hayden, former governor­general
and hostile atheist, explains why he
decided to be baptised

Opinion: Collingwood's grand final
loss reopens old Magpies wounds

What happened to the larrikin father
of three who vanished in north
Queensland?

Australian woman facing death
penalty in US over stepdaughter's
death an 'excellent parent'

JUST IN
Girl who died from ovarian cancer at
15 leaves long­lasting gift

Orchid love affair sees couple to half
a century of marriage

Australian woman facing death
penalty in US over stepdaughter's
death an 'excellent parent'

What happened to the larrikin father
of three who vanished in north
Queensland?

Fears of longer public waiting lists
and increased opioid drug use
among chronic pain sufferers

Bill Hayden, former governor­general
and hostile atheist, explains why he
decided to be baptised

How a suburban mum 'broke the
internet' by simply loving her body

Stalked by drones: Woman looked
up and knew her ex­partner was
watching

Slater's NRL career ends with grand
final disappointment

Collingwood's grand final loss
reopens old Magpies wounds

MOST POPULAR
Six rescued from collapsed hotel
but Indonesian tsunami death toll
set to rise

As Dolly Doctor, girls told me their
secrets. Here's what I learnt

China's super trawlers are emptying
the ocean to feed the country's
insatiable appetite for seafood

'Unlicensed driver' charged over
death of woman pregnant with twins

(photos)

Air traffic controller sacrifices life to
save plane passengers during quake
disaster (photos)

Collingwood 'numb' after five­point
grand final loss

Elon Musk to step down as Tesla
chairman in $55 million lawsuit
settlement

Hoon driver does burnout on new
motorway minutes after it opens

'If you have one more drink, you will
die': Battling booze addiction in
Australia

Indonesian tsunami sensors missed
huge waves, official says (photos)

ANALYSIS & OPINION
Collingwood's grand final loss
reopens old Magpies wounds

How the team from nowhere defied
the odds to claim the AFL
premiership

Aged care doesn't need to be so
gothic — this is what it could look
like

First home buyers shrug off credit
crunch with bigger home loans than
ever

If Brett Kavanaugh is caught out in
even one lie, it's over

Not just 'a few bad apples': Banking
royal commission's scathing
assessment

Coalition and the ABC have more in
common than they might think

Shares jump in relief rally as
banking royal commission report
tabled

Quiet, brave Christine Blasey Ford
sums up a generation of American
women

ABC battlefield is littered with
casualties but nobody has been
willing to take the blame

FEATURES

ABC Home

Sites Search

UNSUPPORTED BROWSER
The browser you are using to view
this page is no longer supported by
ABC News. We recommend you
update to a more modern browser.

Find out more

How West Coast won Battling booze addiction What happens now? Vietnam's barefoot tradies
live a very different life to
Australia's

Sections

ABC News

Just In

World

Business

Health

Entertainment

Sport

Analysis &
Opinion

Weather

Topics

Archive

Corrections &
Clarifications

Local Weather

Sydney Weather

Melbourne
Weather

Adelaide Weather

Brisbane Weather

Perth Weather

Hobart Weather

Darwin Weather

Canberra
Weather

Local News

Sydney News

Melbourne News

Adelaide News

Brisbane News

Perth News

Hobart News

Darwin News

Canberra News

Media

Video

Audio

Photos

Subscribe

Podcasts

NewsMail

Connect

Upload

Contact Us

SITE MAP

Change to mobile view

This service may include material
from Agence France­Presse (AFP),
APTN, Reuters, AAP, CNN and the

BBC World Service which is
copyright and cannot be reproduced.

AEST = Australian Eastern Standard
Time which is 10 hours ahead of

GMT (Greenwich Mean Time)

Terms of Use Privacy Policy Accessibility Contact the ABC © 2018 ABC

News Home Just In Politics World Business Sport Science Health Arts Analysis Fact Check More

http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-09-30/how-west-coast-overcame-underdog-status-to-win-final/10322546
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-09-30/alcohol-addiction-in-australia/10319334
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-09-29/zoe-daniel-weekly-wrap-brett-kavanaugh/10320560
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-09-30/vietnams-barefoot-tradies/10264806
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-10-01/drones-used-to-stalk-women-in-new-age-of-harassment/10297906
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-10-01/how-taryn-brumfitt-is-helping-women-embrace-their-bodies/10178258
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-10-01/nrl-grand-final-billy-slater-ends-career-with-storm-loss/10323246
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-09-30/nrl-grand-final-sydney-roosters-beat-melbourne-storm/10323058
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-09-30/indonesia-earthquake-tsunami-death-toll-continues-to-rise/10322888
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-10-01/women-wrestlers-want-to-fight-men-not-same-as-domestic-violence/10304206
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-10-01/bill-hayden-explains-why-he-decided-to-be-baptised/10316846
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-10-01/collingwood-afl-grand-final-loss-reopens-old-wounds/10322968
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-10-01/michael-devitt-cold-case-mackay-qld/10289494
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-10-01/australian-woman-facing-death-penalty-in-us/10317504
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-10-01/ovarian-cancer-death-leaves-long-lasting-gift/10317558
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-10-01/orchid-love-affair-for-couple-reaches-50-years/10321002
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-10-01/australian-woman-facing-death-penalty-in-us/10317504
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-10-01/michael-devitt-cold-case-mackay-qld/10289494
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-10-01/pain-specialists-warn-of-pressure-on-public-system-and-potentia/10322780
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-10-01/bill-hayden-explains-why-he-decided-to-be-baptised/10316846
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-10-01/how-taryn-brumfitt-is-helping-women-embrace-their-bodies/10178258
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-10-01/drones-used-to-stalk-women-in-new-age-of-harassment/10297906
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-10-01/nrl-grand-final-billy-slater-ends-career-with-storm-loss/10323246
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-10-01/collingwood-afl-grand-final-loss-reopens-old-wounds/10322968
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-09-29/indonesian-tsunami-death-toll-expected-to-rise-dramatically/10321298
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-09-30/as-dolly-doctor-girls-told-me-their-secrets-heres-what-i-learnt/10317910
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-09-30/china-super-trawlers-overfishing-world-oceans/10317394
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-09-30/man-charged-over-death-of-pregnant-woman-with-twins/10322376
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-09-29/earthquake-hero-dies-after-getting-flight-off-the-ground/10321204
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-09-30/collingwood-fans-support-nathan-buckley-after-grand-final-loss/10322414
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-09-30/elon-musk-to-step-down-as-tesla-chairman/10322370
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-09-30/hoon-driver-in-adelaide-has-car-impounded/10322730
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-09-30/alcohol-addiction-in-australia/10319334
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-09-30/indonesia-tsunami-sensors-missed-huge-waves-official-says/10321330
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-10-01/collingwood-afl-grand-final-loss-reopens-old-wounds/10322968
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-09-30/how-west-coast-overcame-underdog-status-to-win-final/10322546
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-09-30/this-is-what-aged-care-could-look-like/10306444
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-09-30/first-home-buyers-shrug-off-the-credit-crunch/10318704
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-09-29/zoe-daniel-weekly-wrap-brett-kavanaugh/10320560
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-09-29/banking-royal-commissioners-scathing-assessment/10318982
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-09-29/coalition-and-the-abc-have-more-in-common-than-they-might-think/10318720
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-09-28/banking-royal-commission-shares-jump-in-relief-rally/10317834
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-09-28/blasey-ford-kavanaugh-testimony-represents-her-generation/10315614
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-09-28/abc-challenge-to-keep-calm-and-carry-on/10315566
http://www.abc.net.au/news/
http://www.abc.net.au/news/justin/
http://www.abc.net.au/news/world/
http://www.abc.net.au/news/business/
http://www.abc.net.au/news/health/
http://www.abc.net.au/news/entertainment/
http://www.abc.net.au/news/sport/
http://www.abc.net.au/news/analysis-and-opinion/
http://www.abc.net.au/news/weather/
http://www.abc.net.au/news/topics/
http://www.abc.net.au/news/archive/
http://www.abc.net.au/news/corrections/
http://www.abc.net.au/sydney/weather/
http://www.abc.net.au/melbourne/weather/
http://www.abc.net.au/adelaide/weather/
http://www.abc.net.au/brisbane/weather/
http://www.abc.net.au/perth/weather/
http://www.abc.net.au/hobart/weather/
http://www.abc.net.au/darwin/weather/
http://www.abc.net.au/canberra/weather/
http://www.abc.net.au/sydney/news/
http://www.abc.net.au/melbourne/news/
http://www.abc.net.au/adelaide/news/
http://www.abc.net.au/brisbane/news/
http://www.abc.net.au/perth/news/
http://www.abc.net.au/hobart/news/
http://www.abc.net.au/darwin/news/
http://www.abc.net.au/canberra/news/
http://www.abc.net.au/news/video/
http://www.abc.net.au/news/audio/
http://www.abc.net.au/news/photos/
http://www.abc.net.au/news/feeds/
http://www.abc.net.au/news/alerts/
http://www.abc.net.au/news/upload/
http://www.abc.net.au/news/contact/
http://mobile.abc.net.au/news/2018-10-01/nrl-grand-final-billy-slater-ends-career-with-storm-loss/10323246?pfm=sm
http://about.abc.net.au/terms-of-use/
http://about.abc.net.au/abc-privacy-policy/
http://about.abc.net.au/accessibility-statement/
http://about.abc.net.au/talk-to-the-abc/
http://about.abc.net.au/terms-of-use/#UseOfContent

