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PHOTO: The Iranian Revolutionary Guard Corps is the most influential institution in Iran. (Reuters)

The killing of top Iranian general Qassem Soleimani,
ordered by United States President Donald Trump,
has renewed fears of war between the United States
and Iran.

Following Friday's attack, Iran's Supreme Leader
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei has vowed "severe revenge"
over General Soleimani's death, while the US has
announced it will deploy an additional 3,500 troops to
the Middle East.

Mr Trump said the US would "hit very fast and very
hard" some 52 Iranian sites — including those
important to "the Iranian culture" — if Tehran were to
retaliate.

"God the almighty has promised to get his revenge,
and God is the main avenger. Certainly, actions will
be taken," General Soleimani's replacement, general
Esmail Ghaani, has declared.

Lightning-speed escalation between the two
ideological juggernauts has left analysts scrambling
to decipher the situation.

"In short, the United States has taken a highly
escalatory step in assassinating one of the most
important and powerful men in the Middle East,"
longtime Iran expert llan Goldberg wrote over the
weekend.

RELATED STORY: 'God is the main avenger': Iranian general
Soleimani's replacement vows revenge against US

RELATED STORY: Donald Trump vows to hit 52 Iranian targets if
Iran retaliates after Qassem Soleimani's death

RELATED STORY: America and Iran are teetering on the brink of
war. This is why they hate each other

MAP: Iran, Islamic Republic Of

Key points:

e Iran's military is assigned the "ideological
mission of jihad", extending "God's law"
overseas

e |ts missile arsenal and regional network of
proxies are strengths for Tehran

e Many warn a US war with Iran would create
another decades-long quagmire

Why the killing of General
Soleimaniis such a big deal
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Other

TOP STORIES

+ Firefighters taking advantage of
rain to strengthen containment
lines ahead of dangerous
weather

* Snowy Hydro 2.0 hits snag as
bushfires race through project

- The rhythm of my family is set
by disasters and there are
thousands just like us

* Analysis: 'We wound up with a
$700,000 mortgage": Our
reliance on house insurance in
disasters can be costly

* Michelle wanted to buy a house
but didn't want to give up
holidays — something her bank
needed to know

* Weinstein begins #MeToo rape
trial on walker, mocked as acting
by celebrity accusers

- Student facing at least 30 years
in jail for drugging and raping
nearly 50 men

+ Trump goaded as millions attend
funeral of Iranian top general
Soleimani

- 'Iran has to respond': What might
happen in a US-Iran war?

+ Analysis: There's a larger
epidemic than obesity and we're
not certain what's causing it

- SPORT Warne auctions beloved
baggy green for bushfire relief

+ 'My chef fled to Melbourne': Fires
scare off more than tourists in
East Gippsland

- Shark victim's wife makes
emotional plea 24 hours after
she saw great white attack her
husband

= For Rod, retirement was the
perfect time to start a new
career

+ Japanese 'sushi king' spends
millions on tuna at Tokyo auction

* We know some dog breeds
suffer. So why do we keep
buying them?

* 'Experience economy' demand
drives boutique cinema
resurgence

- SPORT Analysis: Australia caps
its dominant summer of cricket
with an enjoyable flourish

+ A dog tipped off police to a
gruesome discovery in the
desert after a fateful prospecting
trip

* From DiCaprio to Dench: Stars
react to Gervais' Golden Globes
tongue-lashing

- Once a 'slice of heaven' for
locals, a weekend of fires leave
Batlow in ruins

+ What will it take to put these
mega-fires out?

- 'Dreaming of a big drink': Tropical
Cyclone Blake forms off WA

+ 'Fat' king penguin spotted on
Tasmanian beach


https://www.abc.net.au/
javascript:;
https://www.abc.net.au/
https://www.abc.net.au/news/
https://iview.abc.net.au
https://www.abc.net.au/tv/
https://radio.abc.net.au/
https://www.abc.net.au/children/
https://shop.abc.net.au/
https://www.abc.net.au/more/
https://mobile.abc.net.au/news/2020-01-06/iran-military-capability-united-states-conflict-explainer/11842138?pfm=sm
javascript:;
https://search.abc.net.au/
https://www.abc.net.au/news/
https://www.abc.net.au/news/australia/
https://www.abc.net.au/news/weather/
https://www.abc.net.au/news/justin/
https://www.abc.net.au/news/politics/
https://www.abc.net.au/news/world/
https://www.abc.net.au/news/business/
https://www.abc.net.au/news/analysis-and-opinion/
https://www.abc.net.au/news/sport/
https://www.abc.net.au/news/science/
https://www.abc.net.au/news/health/
https://www.abc.net.au/news/arts-culture/
https://www.abc.net.au/news/factcheck/
https://www.abc.net.au/news/more/
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-01-07/nsw-bushfire-threat-dry-windy-weather-to-return-friday/11844556
https://www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/
https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/respond/
https://www2b.abc.net.au/EAF/View/MailToQuery.aspx?https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-01-06/iran-military-capability-united-states-conflict-explainer/11842138
https://www.abc.net.au/news/11029686
https://www.abc.net.au/news/michael-walsh/7389584
https://www.abc.net.au/news/alan-weedon/10681178
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-01-06/iranian-revolutionary-guard-naval-officers-1/11842182
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-01-06/iranian-revolutionary-guard-naval-officers-1/11842182
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-01-06/iranian-general-soleimani-replacement-vows-revenge-for-killing/11844758
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-01-05/donald-trump-vows-to-hit-52-iranian-targets-if-iran-retaliates/11841836
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-01-04/history-why-america-and-iran-hate-each-other/11589584
http://maps.google.com/?q=32,53(Iran, Islamic Republic Of)&z=5
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-01-05/donald-trump-vows-to-hit-52-iranian-targets-if-iran-retaliates/11841836
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-01-06/iranian-general-soleimani-replacement-vows-revenge-for-killing/11844758
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-01-03/who-was-qassem-soleimani-iran-commander-killed-by-us-strikes/11839618
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-01-03/who-was-qassem-soleimani-iran-commander-killed-by-us-strikes/11839618
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/iran/2020-01-03/will-irans-response-soleimani-strike-lead-war
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-01-07/nsw-bushfire-threat-dry-windy-weather-to-return-friday/11844556
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-01-07/fires-bushfires-snowy-hydro-cabramurra-damage-rebuild/11845590
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-01-07/my-dad-has-been-a-volunteer-fire-fighter-for-20-years/11844384
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-01-07/crisis-of-underinsurance-threatens-to-scar-rural-australia/11844992
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-01-07/asic-guides-banks-and-brokers-on-home-loans/11810994
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-01-07/harvey-weinstein-charged-with-sexual-assault-in-los-angeles/11845846
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-01-07/reynhard-sinaga,-britains-most-prolific-rapist-jailed/11845862
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-01-07/millions-attend-quassem-soleimani-funeral-in-iran/11845580
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-01-06/iran-military-capability-united-states-conflict-explainer/11842138
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-01-07/short-sightedness-in-kids-was-rising-long-before-smartphones/11844948
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-01-07/shane-warne-auctions-off-baggy-green-for-bushfire-relief/11846448
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-01-07/bushfires-victoria-businesses-tourism-suffer/11845386
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-01-06/esperance-shark-attack-victim-identified-as-local-gary-johnson/11843148
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-01-07/retirement-providing-career-change-opportunity-for-australians/11814614
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-01-07/giant-tuna-sells-for-2.6-million-in-first-tokyo-auction-of-2020/11846306
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-01-07/dog-breeds-in-pain-health-issues-why-do-we-still-buy-them/11756988
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-01-07/boutique-cinema-boom-driven-by-desire-for-experience-economy/11839526
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-01-06/australia-caps-its-dominant-summer-with-an-enjoyable-flourish/11844544
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-01-06/inquest-into-disappearance-of-kehlet-couple-in-wa-desert/11843986
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-01-06/ricky-gervais-opening-at-the-golden-globes-2020/11844260
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-01-06/nsw-fires-in-batlow-residents-return-home-to-damage/11845072
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-01-06/what-will-it-take-to-put-the-australia-bushfires-out/11843594
https://www.abc.net.au/news/rural/2020-01-06/tropical-cyclone-blake-brings-relief-to-wa-but-no-help-to-fires/11843558
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-01-06/lost-king-penguin-spotted-on-southern-tasmanian-beach/11844490
https://www.abc.net.au/news/edwina-seselja/8459068
https://www.abc.net.au/news/peta-fuller/11746470
https://www.abc.net.au/news/rebecca-trigger/5506340
https://www.abc.net.au/news/emily-sakzewski/7680548

"The most important question now

Get the headlines to
‘ ‘ your mobile. o
is how will Iran respond.”

NEWS on Messenger

But would the US and Iran really enter direct military The death of Iranian Major General Qassem Soleimani is a CONNECT WITH ABC NEWS

watershed moment, even in the long and bloody history of

conflict with one another? Middle East conflict.
N(T'{ Tube

Catch up with ABC
Mews programs. ik

News Podcasts ’Q‘
| - -

GOT ANEWSTIP? >

If you have inside knowledge of a
topic in the news, contact the ABC.

ABC BACKSTORY >

ABC teams share the story behind
the story and insights into the
making of digital, TV and radio
content.

EDITORIAL POLICIES >

Read about our editorial guiding
principles and the standards ABC
journalists and content makers
follow.

Learn more
PHOTO: Iran's Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei said his country would take "severe revenge". (Supplied: leader.ir)

What consequences might an Iranian-American conflict have for the Middle East and the world?

Here's a breakdown of what we know about the two militaries and what we might expect.

How do Iran and the United States' militaries compare?
At face value, the two nations' military capabilities and economies seem worlds apart.

The Global Firepower index ranks the US as the most powerful military in the world with Russia second and
China third. Iran is ranked number 14 below Turkey and even Egypt.

PHOTO: The US Armed Forces is significantly more powerful than Iran's military. (Reuters: US Air Force)

In 2018, Iran spent $US13.2 billion ($18.9 billion) on its military while the United States spent a whopping
$US648.8 billion ($933.6 billion), according to the Stockholm International Peace Research Institute (SIPRI).
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By comparison, Australia spent $US26.7 billion ($38.4 billion).

The US Government estimates there are approximately 600,000 active members of the Iranian armed forces
and some 500,000 to 1 million potential reservists.

By comparison, the US Armed Forces have more than 1.3 million active service personnel and more than
800,000 reservists.

PHOTO: Tehran and Washington have spent months trading attacks and threats across the wider Middle East.
(AP: Hasan Shirvani via Mizan News Agency )

However, military conscription is mandatory in Iran for all males over the age of 18, hence the difficulty in
knowing exactly who might qualify as an active reservist.

Iran's military consists of two major institutions: the regular forces — known as Artesh — and the Islamic
Revolutionary Guard Corps.

The Iranian Constitution of 1979 declares that the

country's defence forces are an "ideological army"
responsible not only for national security but to be

proponents of "God's law" throughout the world.

Iran nuclear deal at a glance

As such, the Revolutionary Guard is the single most
important and influential institution in Iran, with
profound influence over civilian life and a key role in
spreading Iran's influence overseas.

However, the US has a vastly greater overall
population and the world's most advanced military
apparatus, with a history of using nuclear weapons.

The main points in the nuclear deal sealed by Iran and six
. . . world powers aimed at curbing Tehran's nuclear program in
It also remains allied with the most powerful and exchange for sanctions relief.

prosperous nations not only regionally, but around
the world.

What are Iran's strengths and weaknesses?

US Defence Intelligence Agency director Vincent R Stewart recently identified Iran as one of the five top
military threats facing the nation, and key to Iran's military clout is its arsenal of missiles.

According to the Centre for Strategic and International Studies in Washington, Iran possesses the largest
and most diverse missile arsenal in the Middle East, with some of its ballistic and cruise missiles able to
strike Israel over 2,000 kilometres away as well as parts of south-east Europe.
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PHOTO: Economic sanctions have frustrated Iran's nuclear ambitions. (AP: Ebrahim Noroozi)

But while Tehran has repeatedly launched missiles into Syria and Iraq in recent years and been accused of
attacking Western-allied oil tankers, it has never launched a missile into either Israel or Europe.

This is despite its threats to "wipe Israel off the face of the Earth".

Many analysts maintain this is due to the reality that Iran would not be able to endure a conflict with the US,
due to an ailing economy and the fact that most of its allies are non-state actors.
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PHOTO: Iran engages in proxy warfare across the Middle East by supporting certain groups and Governments, but avoids direct
conflict. (ABC: Steven Viney)

Nevertheless, Tehran has demonstrated an ability to bolster its military clout through an extensive network of
proxies across the region — mostly Shiite militias that are hostile to the US, Israel and Saudi Arabia.

It is believed to have long supplied weapons and support to Hezbollah in Lebanon, in addition to Houthi rebels
in Yemen as well as Bashar al-Assad's regime in Syria.

General Soleimani was the leader of the Quds
Force, the unit within the Revolutionary Guard
responsible for overseas operations, including the
establishment and support of proxies.

And his replacement General Ghaani has loudly
promised revenge against the US.

Meanwhile, despite being hampered by decades of
international sanctions, Iran remains committed to
modernising its military.

It has Signa”ed its intention to continue its uranium PHOTO: Iran's missile arsenal is the largest in the Middle East.
enrichment program after former president Barack (AP via ISNA: Amir Kholousi, file)

Obama's signature 2015 nuclear deal fell apart

under Mr Trump.
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PHOTO: Iran is honing its use of drones for military purposes. (AP: Tasnim News Agency)

Iran has also made rapid progress in developing its capabilities with unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVs) — for
example, a warhead-carrying Raad 85 UAV sometimes referred to as a "suicide drone" — which can be
directed at a target by a human operator.

Nuclear weapons aside, CSIS expert Anthony H Cordesman has argued that ballistic missiles and UAVs
have the potential to be "weapons of mass effectiveness" in the hands of Iran.

What about the United States' strengths and weaknesses?

While Iran boasts a large missile arsenal, its existence is designed to compensate for one major arsenal
disadvantage — the country's relatively weak air force and lack of regional military bases and key allies.

Despite largely pulling out of Iraq in recent years, the
US maintains some 800 military bases around the
world.

It has important regional allies like Saudi Arabia, the
UAE, Turkey, Egypt and Israel, all of which have the
latest Western-made aircraft, giving them a
significant technological edge over the Islamic
Republic.

Israel is believed to be the only nuclear-armed nation
in the region, possessing an estimated 80-90

warheads. The United States has thousands. PHOTO: The US has a vastly superior airforce to Iran.
(Getty: Justin Sullivan)

US allies control trade routes like the Suez Canal —
in the case of Egypt — and resources like oil — in the case of Saudi Arabia.
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PHOTO: Qassem Soleimani was a popular figure among Shiites across the Middle East. (AP: Ebrahim Noroozi)
Iran's regional allies, meanwhile, are generally confined to Lebanon, Syria, and Kuwait.

And due to years of sanctions, Tehran has been stymied in its efforts to import new aircraft from suppliers
like France or Russia.

‘Iran is one of the most strategically lonely countries in the world," Iran
specialist Karim Sadjadpour told the WSJ recently.

"It considers dozens of countries around the world its adversary, and its only reliable friend has been the
Assad regime in Syria."

So even though Iran has a large missile arsenal and
an apparently improving air defence capacity with
various proxies, Iran remains highly vulnerable to the
vastly superior firepower of the US, whether directly
or indirectly through allies and proxies.

'Economic terrorism'in Iran

While Iran's nuclear program has caused anxiety for
the US, it has not yet successfully developed
nuclear weapons capabilities, and analysts maintain
it is still far off.

Iran's nuclear industry was dealt a significant blow in
2010 when a computer virus called Stuxnet —
developed by the US and Israel — infected more The showdown between Washington and Tehran is upending

than a dozen Iranian nuclear facilities. the !|ves of Iranians, as families struggle to makg ends meet
against the fallout from unprecedented US sanctions.

The attack shut down 1,000 nuclear centrifuges
across the Islamic Republic and accidentally
revealed that Washington had been running a sophisticated cyber operation against Iran.

How might a conflict play out?

Iran would clearly be at a considerable disadvantage in the event of a direct conflict with the United States.

Neighbouring Iraq had the fourth most powerful military in the world when it invaded Kuwait and launched
missiles against Saudi Arabia and Israel in 1990.

Yet the Gulf War and subsequent US invasion proved it was no match for Washington's military might.

It is thus difficult to predict how Iran might seek to react to the killing of General Soleimani.

PHOTO: The risk of retaliation may make it hard for Iran to respond to Mr Trump's military action. (AP: Patrick Semansky)


https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-01-06/qassem-soleimani-protest-1/11842158
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-01-06/qassem-soleimani-protest-1/11842158
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2019-09-20/iran-us-tensions-sanctions-donald-trump/11342204
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2019-09-20/iran-us-tensions-sanctions-donald-trump/11342204
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2019-09-20/iran-us-tensions-sanctions-donald-trump/11342204
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2019-06-20/iran-says-it-shot-down-us-spy-drone-but-washingto-denies-claim/11228728
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2013-06-29/retired-general-james-cartwright-investigated-over-stuxnet-leak/4789204
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-01-06/president-donald-trump-gestures/11844660
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-01-06/president-donald-trump-gestures/11844660

lan Parmeter, a former Australian ambassador to Lebanon and a researcher with the ANU's Centre for Arab
and Islamic Studies, said Iran's leaders would be under "enormous pressure" to respond militarily.

"Iran can't not respond, it has to respond. But it needs to be clever about
how it does it, given Trump has already promised to retaliate," he told
the ABC.

"The question is what they can do without bringing enormous American firepower back upon them."

In an article for Foreign Affairs, analyst llan Goldenberg wrote Iran was likely to be fairly cautious in its
response and may not "rush to retaliate".

However, he said the retaliation was likely to take
place in Iraq, given that was where the killing of
Soleimani took place, and would involve pro-lran
militias, which he said were "among Iran's most
responsive proxies".

Why America and Iran hate each
other

He predicted both countries would ultimately seek to
avoid an all-out war but that "the risk of
miscalculation is incredibly high".

Mr Parmeter echoed that the response would likely
involve Iran's regional proxies, however, added that it
remained unclear whether this could provoke further
retaliation from Mr Trump.

They haven't had formal diplomatic relations for decades, and
Either way, there was no clear way forward for at times appear on the brink of war. But why?

Tehran, which he said had found itself in "a very
difficult place".

"There's no easy way for them to retaliate, but if they don't retaliate, they really do look very weak — not just
in the eyes of their own people, but in the region in terms of the states in the region they want to impress," Mr
Parmeter said.

PHOTO: The Revolutionary Guard is one of the most powerful institutions in Iran.

More on US—-Iran tensions:

e Analysis: Why the killing of General Soleimani is such a big deal

e \Why America and Iran hate each other

e 'Vigorous revenge' vowed against US after it kills head of elite Quds Force in air strike
e Iraqi protesters break in to US embassy in Baghdad angered over US air strikes

e US strikes in Iraq and Syria target Iranian-backed Shiite militia group

e Top Iraq militia chief warns of 'very tough' response to US air strikes

Topics: unrest-conflict-and-war, army, defence-forces, defence-and-national-security, terrorism, government-and-politics,
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BUSHFIRE APPEAL

Bushfires: how you can help
Heartbreaking footage of families
losing everything as bushfires rage
throughout parts of the country leaves
many anxious to know how they can
help those affected.

TOP STORIES

+ Firefighters taking advantage of rain
to strengthen containment lines
ahead of dangerous weather

+ Snowy Hydro 2.0 hits snag as
bushfires race through project

+ The rhythm of my family is set by
disasters and there are thousands
just like us

+ Analysis: 'We wound up with a
$700,000 mortgage": Our reliance on
house insurance in disasters can be
costly

+ Michelle wanted to buy a house but
didn't want to give up holidays —
something her bank needed to know

+ Weinstein begins #MeToo rape trial
on walker, mocked as acting by
celebrity accusers

+ Student facing at least 30 years in
jail for drugging and raping nearly 50
men

+ Trump goaded as millions attend
funeral of Iranian top general
Soleimani

* 'Iran has to respond': What might
happen in a US-Iran war?

+ Analysis: There's a larger epidemic
than obesity and we're not certain
what's causing it
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The cyber pirates of the
Caribbean

When Jane Smith invested $670,000
to boost her retirement savings, it was
flushed into a river of cash flowing out
of Australia into the pockets of
criminals.

JUSTIN

+ 'Looked like hard ground, but it was
all ash': Woman suffers severe
burns after sinking into hot ash at
bushfire site

* We know some dog breeds suffer.
So why do we keep buying them?

- Stosur ends Brisbane hoodoo with
upset win over Kerber

- US-Iran tensions rattle investors but
boost commodity prices; ASX could
rise

+ Warne auctions beloved baggy
green for bushfire relief

- Japanese 'sushi king' spends
millions on tuna at Tokyo auction
+ Live: NSW Now: Sydney to host

massive bushfire benefit concert
next month

- Rehydrating landscapes 'better than
dams' in improving farm production,
reducing fire risk

+ 'Experience economy' demand
drives boutique cinema resurgence

- Tragedy for NSW couple hit by
'spinning' Tasmanian police car
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2020 Golden Globes best
bits

Ricky Gervais made things awkward,
Joaquin Phoenix dropped the F-bomb,
and Awkwafina made Golden Globes
history. Here are the key moments
from the 2020 awards.

MOST POPULAR

+ I've studied fires for 40 years and |
keep coming back to the same
solution

* Backburning underway in a bid to
curb bushfire crisis

- From DiCaprio to Dench: Stars
react to Gervais' Golden Globes
tongue-lashing

+ Man reported missing in NSW fires
confirmed dead

+ Sorry Netflix, Golden Globes gives
big wins to 1917 and Once Upon A
Time ... In Hollywood: As it
happened

- Jane lost her $670,000 retirement
savings to a cyber scam. Here's
where the money went

- What will it take to put these mega-
fires out?

+ Ski resort completely destroyed by
bushfires

+ Shark victim's wife makes emotional
plea 24 hours after she saw great
white attack her husband

+ Smoke expected to linger in
Melbourne as Geelong's air quality
hits 'hazardous' levels
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Golden Globes red carpet
In case you missed it, here are some
of the celebrity looks that graced the
red carpet at this year's Golden
Globes.

ANALYSIS & OPINION

- 'We wound up with a $700,000
mortgage': Our reliance on house
insurance in disasters can be costly

* There's a larger epidemic than
obesity and we're not certain what's
causing it

- Australia caps its dominant summer
of cricket with an enjoyable flourish

- I've studied fires for 40 years and |
keep coming back to the same
solution

+ Limbani has 650,000 Instagram
followers — and primatologists are
concerned

+ The bushfire crisis has given the
Government a political 'out' to its
climate change problem

- Some top CEOs take home $20
million a year. Why do companies
keep paying?

- Black Caps' SCG resistance can't
mask one-sided summer

- These fires are disastrous, but we
haven't even hit peak heatwave
season yet

+ This has not been Morrison's finest
moment, to put it mildly
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